ENTER FRIENDS OF LAKE MONROE

Back in spring of 2016, Sherry Mitchell-Bruker, had just moved back to
Bloomington and was kayaking in Allen’s Creek with friends. She was
dismayed by what she saw. The shoreline was littered with trash and
the water appeared inordinately murky. She knew then that something
needed to be done—someone needed to protect the lake.

IMPROVING WATER QUALITY IN LAKE MONROE
IS A LONG-TERM EFFORT SO WE HOPE TO BUILD
UP OUR ORGANIZATION TO BE SUSTAINABLE
FOR THE LONG TERM.

The Art of Water Exhibition
Friends of Lake Monroe Celebrates 5th Anniversary
T

he close of 2021 marks the 5th anniversary for Friends of Lake
Monroe, a Bloomington-based not-for-profit group focused on
the long-term sustainability of Lake Monroe. They’re celebrating
with the Art of Water, an exhibition at the Brick Room Gallery,
featuring paintings by Dawn Adams and photography from Jeff
Danielson and Kriste Lindberg.
“I am thrilled that we have such talented artists exhibiting in the
Brick Room Gallery. It’s a great way to celebrate the wonder of water and the beauty of Lake Monroe. Dawn’s paintings reflect for me
the soulful beauty of water and Jeff and Kriste’s photography celebrates the peacefulness and beauty that Lake Monroe has to offer.”
—Sherry Mitchell-Bruker, founding member of FLM
Bringing artists and the community together is nothing new for
Friends of Lake Monroe. Since 2016, they’ve been organizing lakeshore
cleanups, hosting public meetings and forums, and just recently, completed a watershed management plan for the lake.
LAKE MONROE – A QUICK PRIMER

Lake Monroe is the largest lake in Indiana and the source of
drinking water for more than 120,000 people in Bloomington

by Jim Krause

After rallying support and putting up a Facebook page, Sherry and
a small group of volunteers formed Friends of Lake Monroe. They
immediately began organizing shoreline cleanups, which have become
a monthly tradition. (Anyone can sign up to help on their website.)
Partnering with local and government agencies, Friends of Lake Monroe
has advocated for science, education, and public involvement. Perhaps
their major accomplishment to date was securing funding from the
Indiana Department of Environmental Management to develop a watershed management plan for Lake Monroe. With this two-year project
completed, which coincides with their five-year anniversary, Friends of
Lake Monroe has good reason to celebrate—and they’re doing so with an
exhibit of art that explores the beauty and wonder of our lake.
The Art of Water can be viewed every Friday in November at the Brick
Room Gallery, 107 N College Ave (right next to Blooming Thai and
directly above the Orbit Room).
“Improving water quality in Lake Monroe is a long-term effort—so we
hope to build up our organization to be sustainable for the long term. This
is going to take an active membership and support from the major donors
in the community. We need everyone to recognize the importance of Lake
Monroe to Bloomington and Monroe County, and to help us protect the lake
by donating their time and helping us financially.”
—Sherry Mitchell-Bruker, founding member of FLM
ABOUT THE ARTISTS

and portions of Monroe and Brown Counties. The U.S. Army
Corp of Engineers oversaw construction, completing it in 1965.
Built primarily for flood control and as a water supply, it’s also
a major attraction bringing more than a million visitors to the
area every year.
Lake Monroe’s shoreline is about 103 miles at normal
pool level. Its watershed spans more than 400 square
miles in five counties. Most is in Brown County followed
by Monroe and Jackson with small portions in Bartholomew and Lawrence Counties.
The US Army Corp of Engineers oversees the dam and
the lake’s infrastructure. The DNR manages activities
on the lake and much of the surrounding land. The City
of Bloomington operates an intake tower—but with no
regulatory control over the waters or watershed. Despite
the number of stakeholders, there is no entity responsible
for overseeing the entirety of Lake Monroe and its watershed nor tasked with ensuring its long-term sustainability
regarding water quality.

Dawn Adams received a BA from DePauw University, and an MFA in
painting from IU, Bloomington. Collaborating with her husband, Dale,
in fused glass they developed a unique body of work. In their 30 years as
professional artists, they created pieces that hang internationally, across
the U.S., and in public venues including seven hospitals. Dawn returned
to painting exclusively in 2010 and chose the subject of water for its
versatility and soothing imagery. Her work can be seen at DawnAdamsPaintings.com.
Jeff Danielson has pursued nature photography full time since selling
his business of 25 years, the Runcible Spoon. His work has sold nationally but his focus is on making people aware of what our local area has
to offer. As he says, “We don’t have a Grand Canyon, but we do have
moments that rival anything anywhere.” Jeff (and often) his kayak,
Stumpy, are out getting nature photos all week, every week of the year.
The best place to see his work is ‘Jeff Danielson’s Browncountyphoto’
page on Facebook.
Kriste Lindberg developed an interest in photography while creating
educational materials for the conservation of natural resources. She has
been employed by the City of Bloomington since 1999, when she helped
to develop Leonard Springs Nature Park, and is currently a stormwater
education specialist. She enjoys photographing water—in all its forms—
and the wildlife it sustains.
Friends of Lake Monroe (FLM), a 501c3 was created in 2016 to support
water quality and sustainable recreation. Its mission is to protect and
enhance Lake Monroe and its watershed through science, advocacy, and
public involvement: working collaboratively with citizens, government,
and business to improve and support lake water quality. You can find out
more at FriendsOfLakeMonroe.org.
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